LOVAGE

MAPLE SYRUP

thv1'" 2.re set In the garden and, in the
fu*!. to lift 2 fe;v and place in six-Inch
po t:- carry through the winter. In
the South. :h^ plants may be left in
the crround a:: "/inter, and they will
make 2 tremendous growth which is
very sho'.vy. The leaves have small
glands on their undersides, which are
the source of the lemon flavor and
odor. This is an interesting plant to
grow just as a house plant, as it will
withstand many of the conditions
that many plants will not tolerate.
The odor may be rather strong, al-
though it probably is no more intense
than the scented geranium. You can
smell it upon entering the room, but
after you have been in the room for
a short time you get accustomed to it

Lovage

DESCRIPTION: The common lovagc
(Levisticum officinal e] is a European

perennial, hardy in the southern states
but needing some protection in the
temperate regions. It is a coarse-

ng plant that forms a rosette cf
glossy, dark-green, deeply-lobed com-
pound leaves and send* up a ^eedsialk
to a height of five feet. It his green-
ish-yellow Sowers. The aromatic
quality cf the leaves ha* been used as
a flavoring in confections. At one
time, the leaves and \oong stems
were used as celery. They have a
strong sweetish odor and a warm
pungent taste. Lovage is Included in
the herb garden,

TYPES AND VARIETIES: There are
two species of another genus which
have leaves of similar character: the
American lovage \Ligiisticum offici-
nale] and the Scotch lovage [Ligmti-
cum scoticum], a hardy plant which
grows from the northern states into
Canada.

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQuraEHENTs:
Climatic requirements have been dis-
cussed above. The soil should be a
deep, well-drained loam that is fertile
and amply supplied with moisture
from below.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: The seed
can be sown in drills in the spring
and the seedlings thinned to stand 18
inches apart in the rows. They are
fairly rugged plants and will meet
considerable competition. The Amer-
ican species grows wild as a weed and
can be gathered freely from the mar-
gins of low-lying land, so that It is
superfluous to plant it in the garden.
The roots weie once chewed in place
of tobacco.

Maple Syrup

Maple syrup is, of course, not a
garden vegetable, but many people
who grow gardens also have a mim-
ber of sugar maple trees on their